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Climate-Smart Cities ™
Boston and 
Metro Mayors Region 

Research, Data, and Nature-Based 
Solutions for Climate Resiliency



Mission
The Trust for Public 
Land creates parks and 
protects land for people 
creating healthy, livable 
communities for 
generations to come. 

Vision
An America where every 
community can connect 
with nature near and far.

The Trust for Public Land



The Trust for Public Land
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Climate-Smart Cities = 
Low-Carbon + Resilient + Climate Justice



Green Infrastructure Focused Partnerships
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Multiple-Benefit Green Infrastructure Solutions
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GIS: Online Portal for Applying Spatial Data to 
Climate Decisions 
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The Data in the Portal Can Be Combined to Model Priorities at the City 
(or Regional for Metro Mayors) Scale



Portal: Use Query Function to Find High Value Parcels
and Develop Parcel Priority Maps



Run Data-Driven Parcel Reports



TPL Green Infrastructure Project Typologies 

Green Infrastructure 
Schoolyards

Green Alleys Connective Corridors/ 
Linear Parks

Community Agriculture Water-Smart Parks



Climate Smart Cities Implementation
Los Angeles, CA

Avalon Green Alley Network
Cool, Connect, and Absorb



Climate Smart Cities Implementation
New York, New York

Cool, Absorb, and Social Equity



Climate Smart Cities Implementation
Providence, RI

Cool, Connect, Absorb, Protect, Social Equity



Climate Smart Cities Implementation
Boston, MA

Avalon Green Alley Network



Climate Smart Cities Implementation
Boston, MA

Avalon Green Alley Network

Vivian Ortiz notes the importance of healthy 
food and an active lifestyle in her neighborhood, 
“because we [Mattapan] have higher health 
disparity rates and she advocates for “more 
access to walking and biking opportunities,” 
not just for transportation, but also “for 
fitness, for opportunity, for your wellbeing.”

When Noam Rifkind moved to Boston, he settled in East 
Boston because “I take it as a birthright that I should 
have access to the water and sea breezes.” Conscious of 
future sea level rise, Noam states that “we are effectively 
an island so if sea level rises enough that the Blue Line is 
flooded, we are cut off from the City for months.”

Boston Climate Story Map- The people’s stories on climate.



Darci.Schofield@tpl.org, 617-371-0514


